
PLASTIC MARKETS: WHAT GOES UP MUST FALL 

DOWN?  
 

FALL 2021 | MARR 



CURRENT EFS LOCATIONS 

Listowel, Ontario Hazelton, Pennsylvania 



MATERIALS RECOVERED AT EFS 

Curbside film  Retail film  
#3-7 mixed rigid 

plastic 
Tubs & Lids 

PP #5 HDPE Your next challenge 





MRF FILM BALE 

GOOD BALE BAD BALE 

 



#3-7 MIXED PLASTIC BALE 

GOOD BALE BAD BALE 



MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS 

Post-Consumer Mixed Plastic Bales 

 HDPE (#2); LDPE (#4); PP (#5)  min. 55% 

 Other rigid plastics (#1; #3; #6; #7)  up to 

40% 

 PE film plastics (#2; #4)   up to 10% 

 EPS (#6)       up to 0.5% 

 Paper        up to 5% 

 Sand, Glass, small metal (cans, etc.)  up to 

2% 

 Total contaminants should not exceed 45% 

by weight. 

Post-Consumer Film 

Bales 

 HDPE & LDPE film (#2; #4)   min. 76% 

 Other plastics      up to 15% 

 Paper        up to 10% 

 Sand, Glass, small metal (cans, etc.)  up to 

2% 

 Total contaminants should not exceed 24% 

by weight. 



THE RECLAMATION PROCESS 



OFFERINGS TO THE MARKETPLACE 

HDPE 

Film  
HDPE 

Blow Mold  

PP Custom Compounded LDPE  

Transparent 
LDPE  

Grey 



EXAMPLES OF END MARKETS FOR RESIN PELLETS 

 Rigid PE  & PP Pellets  Film LDPE Pellets 

EFS customers manufacture 

consumer-facing products and 

packaging for retailers like:  

 



PLASTIC MARKET CONDITIONS – 10 YEARS 

LDPE 

HDPE 

PP 

*From ThePlasticsExchange.com 



FUTURE MARKET CONDITIONS 

 Could contribute to price decline 

 Removal of tariffs with China 

 Increased availability of shipping containers 

 Increased virgin plastic production 

domestically 

 Decline in global oil prices 

 

 Could contribute to price increase 

 Government recycled content mandates 

 Voluntary brand commitments fulfilled 

 Increased competition for material produced 

at MRFs (temporary, if not accompanied by 

above) 
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