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About RCA 

Vision 

• Waste free world 

Mission 
• To promote, 

facilitate, and 

advocate for a 

Circular 

Economy in 

Alberta 

 



Circular Economy 

A new paradigm 

for the 

environment 

and economy 

www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org 

 

http://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/




Circular Communities 



Why Communities? 



50% 
of global population  

lives in urban areas 

 2/3  
of global energy  

is used in cities 

70% 
of global resources  

are used in cities 

 4/5  
Albertans live in cities 



 Proximity of people and materials 

in the urban environment 

 Sufficient scale for effective 

markets 

 Ability of city governments to 

shape urban planning and policy 

Most nimble level of government 

 

Ability to Foster Change 



The Leaders 
Mainly in Netherlands and 
Great Britain 

• Amsterdam, NL 

• Rotterdam, NL 

• Glasgow, UK 

• London, UK 

• Peterborough, UK 

• Brussels, Belgium 

• Austin, Texas, USA 

• Toronto, Ontario, CAN 



Participating Communities 



Made Possible By: 

 

 

 

 

 
Alberta Government’s Community Environment Action Grant 





Roadmap Prototypes 



Roadmaps 

• Content from community  
engagement populated 
framework 

• High level 

• Tailored based on 
objectives  
and priority areas 

• Collaborative! 



Banff Library of Things 

• Town of Banff and Banff Public Library partners 

• Opened October 2021 

• Items that are rarely used, hard to store or expensive 

• Tools 

• Cooking appliances  

• Hobby items 

• Free to access - Banff Public Library membership 



Strathcona County 

• Internal red tape reduction workshops to break down 
barriers and encourage circular innovation 

• Circular Economy business solution series 

• Implementation of Love Food Hate Waste campaign 



City of Lethbridge 

 Lending Library (in conjunction with the Public 

Library) 

 Survey to determine target audience and potential 

items/materials 

 Triple bottom line procurement policy  

 circular economy principles 

 social aspects 



15 
Communitie

s 



Diverse Representation 

⮚ 7 provinces 

⮚ 1 territory 

⮚ Community size: 2,000 to > 400,000 

⮚ 11 English 

⮚ 4 French  



Webinar Series 

A series of public knowledge-sharing 

webinars exploring innovative circular 

city approaches from across Canada  

and globally 

 

 

Peer-to-Peer (P2P) Network 

In-depth access to circular 

economy experts and the 

opportunity to discuss approaches 

with peers from across the country. 

With two foundational workshops 

and key resources on circular 

economy provided by the Ellen 

MacArthur Foundation. 

 

Action Planning  

Facilitated virtual workshops, 

additional guidance, and one-on-one 

support for local governments in the 

P2P Network, culminating in the 

development of a Circular 

Opportunities Report for each 

community. 

 

 

Program Elements  
 
The CCRI is advancing circular economy knowledge and capacity among the 
Canadian local government sector, by offering: 



Metrics 

⮚ 5 public webinars (National Series) 
⮚ One WCEF side-session event 

⮚ 9 P2P workshops 

⮚ 28 community action planning workshops 
⮚ 319 staff participants  

⮚ 15 one-on-one community interviews 

⮚ 80 hrs of engagement with P2P Network communities 

⮚ Over 12,000 unique views on the CCRI website  

 





Action Planning & Roadmap Development  

Setting 

Direction 

Identifying 

Strategic 

Opportunities 

Identifying 

Objectives 

& Goals 

Foundation for 

building 

Connections 



Community Focus Areas 
Mississauga Urban and Industrial Symbiosis; Circular Corporate Organizations 

 

York Reuse and Sharing; Built Environment 

 

Gatineau Built Environment; Agri-Food Value Chain 

 

Montréal Bio-food; Residual Materials (textile, plastic, built environment); Mobility & Logistics 

 

Chapais Industrial Symbiosis; Circular Buildings & Infrastructures 

 

Sherbrooke Governance, Land Management & Waste Management 

 

New 

Glasgow 

Circular Homes; Corporate Operations 

 

St. John’s Social Innovation; Reuse & Sharing Economy 

 



Community Focus Areas  

Nanaimo Built Environment; Innovation & Economic Diversification 

 

Whitehorse   Built Environment; Business & Social Innovation 

 

Richmond Regenerative Ecosystems; Green Building Environment; Mobility & Access   

 

Vancouver Agri-Food; Built Environment; Consumer Goods & Textiles; Energy & Mobility 

  

Canmore Sharing and Reuse Economy; Regenerative Tourism 

 

Calgary Innovation and Economic Diversification; Sharing & Reuse Economy 

 

Saskatoon Food Systems; Built Environment 

 



Observations & 
Lessons 
Learned  

 

▪ Value of peer-to-peer exchange & building 
internal capacity  

▪ Looking for inspiration, as well as practical 
examples and entry points  

▪ Understanding linkages to core mandate & 
link between climate & CE 

▪ Sector strategies: built environment, reuse 
& sharing, food loss and waste 

▪ Procurement as a lever  

 



Christina Seidel, Executive Director 

403.843.6563 

info@recycle.ab.ca | https://recycle.ab.ca 


