
 Cleanfarms – Important updates 
2022 Manitoba Recycling & Waste Reduction Forum 



 Who is Cleanfarms?  
Since 2010: Industry led & funded stewardship 

Cleanfarms/AgriRÉCUP  

• Canadian non-profit industry 
stewardship organization committed to 
environmental responsibility through 
proper management of ag plastic waste 

~80 members 

• Pesticide, fertilizer, seed, animal health 
medication, ag plastics industries 

 

Operating recycling programs for 
farmers from coast to coast 
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About Cleanfarms 

Our Vision: 
Cleanfarms contributes to a healthier environment and a sustainable future by recovering and 
recycling agricultural and related industry plastics, packaging and products.  

 

Approach: 
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Cleanfarms: Canada-wide program history 

2010 

Important date: 

January 2023 – Stewardship Program Plan renewal 
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... Keeping used 

plastics and 

packaging off of 

Canadian farms 
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Manitoba farmers use approximately 4,700 tonnes of ag plastics 
annually 

• Programming availability varies by material 

Most items can be recycled via 
permanent programs – 38% 

Most items can be 
recycled via pilots – 36% 

No options 
available – 26% 
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Manitoba: Seven Collection Programs  

Pesticide & Fertilizer 

Jugs Unwanted Pesticides & 

Old Livestock/Equine 
Medication 

Pesticide & Fertilizer 

Drums and Totes 

Grain Storage Bags 

 

Seed, Pesticide, & Inoculant 

Bags (small and large) 

Bale and Silage Plastic 

(Funded by DFC) 

Baler Twine 

 

Ag-retail Collection 

Partners 

Municipal Collection 

Partners 



Container recycling: Canada-wide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ag-plastics – Prairies (select items & areas) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bag manufacturer 
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Challenges 

• Contamination and correct preparation 
 Keeping materials separate at farm level, at collection site level and at consolidation (baling) 

 

• Logistics  
 Specialized collection and transportation required; not many service providers  

 Large volumes on-farm; convenience is important  

 

• End markets for recycled materials 
 No technical barriers to recycling most materials, but recyclers need customers! 

 Net wrap has no recycling option today 
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Comprehensive communications 
for core programs 
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Signage is 
a vital 

comms 
tool  
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On Farm Material Management 

https://youtu.be/plSbLl80ltw
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Manitoba Stakeholder Advisory Committee 
 

• Ensure that stakeholders have an opportunity to provide input into the 
development, ongoing execution and effectiveness of Cleanfarms’ programming in 
Manitoba. 

 

• Launch: early 2023 
 Following one to two years of program performance 

 

• Composition - Key stakeholder groups whose members are impacted by 
Cleanfarms’ programs 

 One in-person meeting per year 

 Most groups assign a member and a staff person (back up) 
 

• Typical duties: 
 Provide advice/recommendations 

 Review program performance 

 Assist with promotions & education 
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Stewardship Program Plan Renewal – Key changes 

• Additional materials 
 2018 – 2023: 

 

 

 

• Shift in collection locations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Deadlines 
 Public consultation – December 2023 – January 2024 

 
 2023 – 2028: 

 

 

 

 

100% industry 
funded model 

Harmonization 
One-stop for 

crop input 
packaging 
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Remember! Unwanted Pesticide & Livestock 
Medication Collection October 24-28 

Help us spread the word: 
 

• October 24 – 28, 2022 

• Next collection: 2025 
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Remember! Unwanted Livestock Medication 
Collection October 24-28 

Visit 
Cleanfarms.ca 
for locations 
and details 

Your Manitoba-based resource:  Serena – MB Program Coordinator  
klippensteins@cleanfarms.ca | 204-390-8850 


