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Federal Plastics Agenda 



• Consultation papers published July 25, 2022 

• Outline 

– Current understanding of the issues and 

      challenges 

– Discussion questions 

– Objectives and desired outcomes 

• Comment period ended October 7 

 

Consultation Outline 

Timeline for Consultations 

July 25 

• Consultation papers 
published 

• Comment period 
opened 

August to October  

• Virtual engagement 
sessions 

• Targeted meetings 

October 7 

• Close of comment 
period 



Proposed Objectives of Recyclability Labelling 
Rules 

Improve packaging 
design 

Empower Canadians 

Improve performance 
of recycling systems 

Reinforce public trust 
in recycling 

Increased quantity and quality of 
recycled plastics supports minimum 
recycled content requirements 

Supply 

Demand 



Is it accepted in 
collection? 

Can it be sorted into 
marketable bales? 

Do those bales have 
reliable North 

American end markets? 

Proposed Test for Recyclability 

80% of the population should have 
access to a collection system for an item 
in different regions 

 

 

 

Free 

Consistently offered 

Accessible to the public 

Operated at scale 

“Marketable” = North 
American end markets willing 
to buy bales containing a 
plastic 

Factors to help determine if 
end markets exist may 
include: 
– Model bale specifications 
– Recyclability guidelines 
– Material flow data 
– Facility data  
– Market data showing a 

positive market value 

 

“Reliable” = Based on strength 
and stability of market prices 

Strength: Are prices 
high enough? 

Stability: Are prices 
predictable enough? 



Proposed Scope of Application 

Strength: are prices 
high enough? 
 
Stability: are prices 
predictable enough? 

•Designed to come into direct contact with the 
product (e.g., food) 

Primary 
packaging 

•Designed to contain one or more primary 
packages, along with any protective material 

Secondary 
packaging 

•Designed with the intent to be used only 
once or for a short period of time for their 
original purpose before they lose their 
original functionality, physical capacity or 
quality, or before they are discarded 

Single-use 
plastics 

• Proposed scope intended to focus on 
product categories that Canadians are 
asked to prepare for recycling (e.g., via 
sorting, separating, cleaning) 
 

• Packaging and single-use plastics are most 
common plastics collected from Canadians 
 

• Seeking input on areas where labelling may 
not be feasible due to size, intended 
application, or other characteristics 
 

• Other product categories (e.g., electronics, 
textiles) could be added in the future 



Proposed Requirements for Recyclability 
Labelling 

Strength: are prices 
high enough? 
 
Stability: are prices 
predictable enough? 

 

Key elements of labelling requirements and design 
options 

Labels subject to 
rules 

Approach 1: Only 
“chasing arrows” 

symbol 

Approach 2: Any use of 
“chasing arrows” 

Approach 3: All 
recyclability claims  

Permissive 
versus obligatory 

labelling 

Approach 1: Permissive 
– no obligation to 

communicate 
recyclability 

Approach 2: Obligatory 
– all products in scope 
must have recyclability 

labelling 

Design and 
location of labels 

Approach 1: Uniform 
recyclability label 

Approach 2: Producer 
discretion on labelling 

design, location 

Use of “chasing 
arrows” for 

other matters 

Approach 1: Only apply 
rules to recyclability 

claims 

Approach 2: Prohibit 
use of “chasing arrows” 

for other purposes 

Other issues: 
• Qualified claims 

o Components that are or are not recyclable 
o Regions that accept an item or not 

• Exceptions or special rules for labelling requirements 
o Based on size, or if an item is compostable 



What is the Proposed Recyclability Assessment 
Process ? 

Strength: are prices 
high enough? 
 
Stability: are prices 
predictable enough? 

Choose a 
compliance 
mechanism 

• Flexibility for producers 

• Could include e.g., calculators, design guidelines, 
or third-party programs 

• Subject to minimum requirements 

Assess an 
item’s 

recyclability 

• Consider all characteristics of the product 
(resin, size, presence of additives, etc.) 

• Use systemic, repeatable method to 
determine acceptance, existence and 
reliability of end markets 

Keep records 
and disclose 
on request 

• Provide written explanation 
of how a product was 
assessed and the outcome 

• Proactive disclosure via 
producer web sites or 
through the use of digital 
technology 



Labelling rules for compostability 

10 

 
Proposed rules for compostability labelling 

Label with terms like “compostable”, 
“biodegradable”, “degradable” or like terms, 

only in accordance with regulations 
 

• Third-party certification required to use 
term “compostable” 
 

• Certification programs could include: 
• BNQ (certifies to CAN/BNQ 0017-088) 
• BPI (certifies to ASTM D6400 and 

ASTM D6868) 
 

• Maintain records and disclose certification 
on request 

• Bioplastics offers potential upstream environmental benefits such as  
• carbon savings over fossil-based plastics and  
• the potential to contribute to Canada’s bio-economy,  

 
• Bioplastics are currently problematic to manage at their end of life, with 

significant variation in performance along with inconsistent labelling 
 

• Compostable plastics often screened out by organics processing facilities and 
sent to landfill, due to  
• confusion and contamination with other plastics (for example, conventional and other types of 

degradable plastics), and  
• generally longer biodegradation times than food and yard waste 

 

• Labelling rules would seek to  
• increase diversion of organic waste from landfills and improve outcomes in organic waste and 

recycling systems, and  
• reduce public and industry confusion surrounding terms such as “compostable” and 

“biodegradable” 



Open Data 

By housing the data 
in a single 
repository, 

Canadians will be 
able to access data 
related to plastic 
waste diversion 

more easily 

Comparable 
Information:  

Data would be 
comparable across 

jurisdictions and 
product categories, 
which will support 

effective 
performance 

measurement of 
EPR 

Baseline for 
future EPR  

Provinces and 
territories will have 

a better 
understanding of 
sectors that place 

plastics on the 
market, which will 

facilitate the 
expansion of EPR 
into new sectors 

Supports 
Compliance  

Provinces and 
territories will have 

access to data to 
support 

enforcement and 
compliance 
promotion 

activities, to 
contribute to fairer 

EPR 

Encourage 
Investment 

Businesses along 
the plastics value 

chain will be better 
placed to make 

investment 
decisions that will 

improve the 
management of 

plastics 

Proposed Objectives & Benefits of a Federal Plastics Registry 



Proposed Product Categories 

Packaging  Electronics and 
Electrical Equipment  

White Goods  Agriculture  

Textiles  Automotive  Construction 



Proposed Reporting Requirements  

Plastics placed on 
the market 

Plastics collected 
for diversion 

Plastics successfully 
reused 

Plastics successfully 
repaired, 

remanufactured, 
refurbished 

Plastics successfully 
recycled 

Plastics imported or 
exported 

Plastics incinerated 
for energy recovery 

Brand owner 

First importer 

Distributor 

Retailer 



Making data open and transparent 



Recycled Content 

• The Government of Canada committed to a target of at least 50% recycled 

content in plastic packaging by 2030 

• A Notice of Intent (NOI) and Technical Issues Paper were published on 

February 11 followed by a 30-day public comment period 

• Throughout March 2022, a number of engagement sessions were carried out 

with stakeholders 

• ECCC has now commenced the regulatory development phase and will 

consider comments made during consultation 



Recycled Content 

• ECCC is considering the following: 

• Potential impacts on stakeholders and market response to recycled content 

requirements for different packaging applications 

• Stakeholder views on the design of proposed regulations, including: 

• Product scope (see table) and potential exemptions based on product 

application (e.g., drugs) 

• Targets and timelines for different packaging formats that would maximize 

positive impacts on PCR markets and investments, while being achievable for 

industry 

• How regulations should define and address different plastic feedstocks (e.g., 

post-consumer, pre-consumer, biobased) and categories of use/disposal (e.g., 

reusable, compostable) 

• Compliance / reporting regimes (e.g. mass balance) 

• Verification of recycled content claims (e.g. certifications) 

 

 

 



Single-Use Plastics Prohibition Regulations 

Checkout bags 

Foodservice ware  
made from or containing  

polystyrene foam, polyvinyl  
chloride, carbon black or 
oxo- 
degradable plastic 

Stir sticks 

Cutlery 

Ring carriers 

Straws 

These items were chosen 
because they are prevalent in 
the environment, pose a 
threat of harm to wildlife, 
and cannot be recycled at 
scale 

• Regulations finalized in June 2022 
 

• Will ban six categories of single-use plastics 
 

• First coming-into-force date in December 
2022, full implementation by December 
2024 
 

• Will prevent 1.3Mt of plastic waste and over 
22,000 tonnes of plastic pollution over ten 
years 



351 St. Joseph Boulevard 
Gatineau, QC 
K1A 0H3 
 

plastiques-plastics@ec.gc.ca  

Contact 

Plastics Regulatory Affairs Division 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
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