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✓ Nontoxic and FDA Approved —glass is the only packaging material certified by the 
U.S. Food & Drug Administration as “generally regarded as safe.”

✓ 40% lighter than they were 30 years ago…and becoming lighter 
✓ can handle vacuum or high-pressure sealing, safeguarding against moisture and 

oxygen invasions, protecting contents from spoilage and bacteria.
✓ Nonporous, impermeable, air-tight, and transparent so there are no interactions 

between glass packaging and contents
✓ can be specified to absorb ultraviolet light, ensuring product purity and taste
✓ has an inherently longer shelf life than any packaging material.
✓ Does not deteriorate, corrode, stain or fade, so products inside remain fresh

Glass packaging is not going extinct 

Source: www.gpi.org/facts-about-glass-recycling



Glass is inert, non-polluting, and endlessly recyclable 

• Glass is made from nontoxic raw materials—silica, sand, soda ash, limestone and up 
to 70% recycled glass 

• Glass can also be recycled endlessly back to its original use. It never loses its quality 
and purity, no matter how many times it’s recycled. However…

• Making new glass requires sand. Only a specific kind of sand can be used, most of 
which is harvested from riverbeds and seabeds. Harvesting sand impacts the 
ecosystem and can exacerbate flooding and erosion.

• Glass is also heavier than plastic, and breaks much easier during transit. This means it 
produces more emissions in transportation than plastic and costs more to transport.

• And, of course, only a portion of glass packaging is actually recycled.





Worldwide, we go through 50 billion tons of sand every year. 
That is twice the amount produced by every river in the world.

The major player for sand usage is concrete. Concrete is made 
of 10% cement (lime and Clay) 15% water and 75% sand. 

The concrete required to build a house takes on average 200 
tons of sand, a hospital uses 3,000 tons, and a mile of a 
highway requires 15,000 tons.









Recovering Glass Packaging for Local Uses – Through a circular economy lens
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