
What’s Next for Agricultural Plastics in Manitoba?
Cleanfarms
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Producer Responsibility Organization

• Focus: Agricultural Plastics

• Not for profit business model

~200 members

• Pesticide, fertilizer, seed, animal 
health medication, peat, animal 
bedding, feed, ag plastics, maple 
syrup tubing industries

Cleanfarms: Industry-led, Funded

Sample of Cleanfarms’ members
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2,300+ collection sites across Canada
460 across Manitoba

Specialized collection sites- On-farm separation Contractors: ~20 across 
Canada, local for each 
province

Recyclers: ~10 across N.A.

All provinces, over 10M km2
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Manitoba programs

236,000 kg
81% col. rate

7,100 units
62% col. rate

12,000 kg
11% col. rate

Fall 2025 – October 27 - 31

Permanent, industry funded
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Manitoba programs

236,000 kg
81% col. rate

Permanent, industry funded

1989 – 2021

- Municipal collection sites

2021 – 2024

- Hybrid model

- Lots of change

2025 onwards

- Mainly ag retail collection sites

- Some municipal collection sites
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Manitoba ag plastics/films programs – under review

13,000 kg
42 collection sites

Permanent, industry funded

65,000 kg
40 collection sites

Non-permanent programs (2021 – 2025)

31,000 kg
42 collection sites

Should silage/bale wrap collections be 

made available year-over-year?
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Why is Cleanfarms recommending new materials?

0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Ag plastic collections (kg)

Silage or bale wrap Grain bags Twine All ag plastics



8

Why is Cleanfarms recommending new materials?

• Potential for greater efficiencies & better service
• Develop long term relationships with contractors

• Year-over year reliability for farmers

• Better compensation for municipalities
• Permanent program = Collection site compensation
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What challenges do we anticipate?

• Small volumes
• Economies of scale with neighbouring provinces

• Industry funded = Environmental Handling Fees
• Increased cost to farmer

• Farmer awareness & participation
• Community by community approach

• On-farm visits
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This is what we want to know

• Are the timelines for designating new ag plastics reasonable?

• How can Cleanfarms increase farmer awareness and usage of 
recycling programs?

• How can Cleanfarms customize programming to accommodate 
farmers in your community?

• What other types of agricultural plastics should be considered for 
inclusion as designated materials for the next renewal period 
(2031 onwards)?
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Key takeaways

We want your feedback

• Deadline for feedback – 
November 25, 2025
• Engage MB engagement 

www.cleanfarms.ca 

http://www.cleanfarms.ca/


Thank you.

Kim Timmer
timmerk@cleanfarms.ca
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